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Warm Winter Audiences

Two popular compositions set inthetemperate back-
drop of spring and summer will be warming December’s
Magterworksconcerts, Saturday, December 1 at Burlington's
Flynn Center and Sunday, December 2 at 4 pm at Norwich
University’sPlumley Armory in Northfield. Associate Con-
ductor Anthony Princiotti leadsthe Orchestra, narratorsLouise
De Cormier and Ethan Bowen, and thewomen of the VSO
Chorusin Mendelssohn’slush and mel odic “Midsummer
Night’sDream,” followed by Copland’sAmerican classic,
“Appaachian Spring.”

The December 1 Masterworks concert at the Flynn
sartsat 8 PM. Ticketholdersareinvited to attend “Musically
Speaking,” afree pre-concert discussion, at 7 pm, moder-
ated by VPR’ sWalter Parker.

Ticket pricesfor the Flynn performanceare $37, $29,
$24, $15, $9, and $6 for studentsand are available through
the Flynn Regional Box Officeby calling (802) 86-FLY NN.
Concertinformation and adirect link tothe Hynnwebsiteare
availableat theV SO’swebsite, www.vso.org. Special dis-
countsareavailablefor groupsof 20 or more.

Sponsors for the Northfield concert are Norwich
University, Adelphia, Northfield SavingsBank, Radio
Vermont, Inc. and The Mount Mansfield Company.

INSIDE THIs IssUE

FromtheWings........cccocovvvreeieeieeieeresese e 2
New Chairman and DireCtors.........c.ccoevvereerennnes 3
Brilliantly Begthoven............cccccovvveeeccecniccrenne, 3
Captain Kangaroo andtheVSO.........cccccevvvuvnenee. 4
Annua Fund Underway..........ccccoveeveeeerenereneninens 4
2001 Passat RaffleWinner Drawn..........ccoeeeeeeee. 5

Worry, But DOt PanicC..........ccceevvveveenieneeesennnns 5

The VSO and VSO Chorus Perform Music to

The VSO Chorus catches the holiday spirit

Northfield concert ticket pricesare $20, $12 and
$6. All seatsarereserved by section only, except theV SO
Concert Packagewhichisreserved by seet.

V SO Concert Packagesinclude apre-concert re-
ceptionwith President Richard W. Schneider and Anthony
Princiotti at 2 PM inthe Milano Ballroom of Crawford Hall
on the campus of Norwich University and reserved Gold
seatsfor the Masterworks concert. Packagesare $30 per
person and $50 per couple.

For advanced reservations, phone the Norwich
University Events Office: (802) 485-2305 (9am-5pm) or
theToll Free 24 Hour Reservation Line: (877) 683-8368
or purchaseonlineat www.norwich.edu. Mail/Pickup: Uni-
versity Events Office - VSO, Norwich University,158
Harmon Drive- Box 24, Northfield, VT 05663; TransVideo
Cablevision, Northfield; Capital PlazaHotel, Montpdlier;
Bob'sCamera, Barre; and Radio Station WDEV AM &
FM ,Waterbury.
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FrRom THE WINGS

Recent publicity about our fi-
nancia woesnotwithstanding, if you can
measure the health of asymphony or-
chestraby the number of rubber chick-
ens on stage at a given performance,
we' rejust fine. Atthelast of ten perfor-
mancesof the SymphonyKidsprogram,
“Music Meansthe World to Me,” the
musiciansdid their best to crack up the
narrator (yourstruly) with abarrage of
sight gags, including the above-men-
tioned fowl play. Thetour, whichtook
usto magnet locationsin Manchester,
Brattleboro, Rutland, Barre, and New-
port, wasstressful but satisfying. It was
agreat fedingat week’sendtotally the
audience totals (around 5900) and to
look back on all the challenges met:
from hanging a30x18 map fromagym
ceiling to persuading acaterer that we
HAD ordered dessert.

TheVSOdwaysfedslikefam-
ily to me, but there's something about
touring that accentuatesthat. Maybeit's
al theeatingwedotogether. Duringthe
Madein Vermont tour intheearly fall, |
started keeping track of the yummy
meals we had. Chicken pot pie and
stuffed peppers homemade by Doris
Bourgeoisin Bennington got tour priori-
tiesoff toan excellent start. Thenthere
wasthe Vergennesdinner provided by
Roland’sPlace, whichincluded organic
potatoes and broccoli and fresh turkey
(“It'ssofresh, you don’t want to know,”
said LisaGaujac.). Food servicefare
at Johnson State Collegewas surpris-
ingly good, with an astoni shing assort-
ment of pies. Thenew Itdian restaurant
inNewport, Lago Trattoria, stayed open
latefor us. | wasone of thelucky ones
in Jaime and Sharon’s party, and all |
can say about that dining experienceis
“MamaMial” Andthegeneroushost
families.... They'retheoreticaly only re-
sponsible for breakfasts, but some of

by Eleanor Long

them areextremely insightful about late
night cravings. Miriam Howland (with
whom | stayed in Brattleboro) forced me
to sample someof the best cheese (okay,
and Scotch) I'vehadinmy life, and don’t
even get me started on her breakfast
buffet!

Of course, every tour hasitsspe-
cia storiesand moments. During Made
inVermont, violinist Wilson Pedrazaswore
dark glassesat acoupleof concerts, after
hisregular oneswent overboard during a
kayaking misadventure. A fireinacloth-
inggoreinthesamebuilding astheL atchis
Theater delayed our setup in Brattleboro
and left avague smell during the concert
that wasalittlelike popcorn but not quite.
Oneof themus cianswent out with some
friends after the Bennington concert and
admired aman’s Beethoven tee-shirt, at
which he stripped to the waist and pre-
sented her with it. Our commissioned
composer, classy LauraKoplewitz, gave
everyoneintheorchestraflowersat the
first and last performances. Concertmas-
ter JoannaKurkowicz arrived at the con-
certinSt. Albansinastretchlimo, having
chartered it from the Burlington airport
after sandwiching inrehearsalsin New
York City mid-tour.

All of these memories, eventhe
most vivid or hilarious, will fade eventu-
aly, butl can’'tbelievel’ll ever forget this
latest youth tour, where | sidestepped the
issueof findinga narrator by doing it my-
self. Those peoplewho comment onall
thehats| wear inthe organization would
have been literaly correct during thefirst
week in November, as| donned a cow-
boy hat, asombrero, an Irish kerchief, an
African cap,andaTurkishveil inmy role
as tour guide for awhirlwind musica
worldtour. Even after ten performances,
| never got over my jitters, but it wasa
whole---- of alot easier than playing the
oboe.

Withall thistour lore, | haven't
said word one about the season opener.
My notesremind methat violin soloist
Pierre Amoyal had ablocked ear (hav-
ing traveled from Switzerland with a
head cold) which he took seriously
enough to seeadoctor about, but didn’t
lose his sense of humor over (whenit
felt better, hejoked “ Bad news, now |
can hear myself again.”) Didyouever
notice how thebiggest starsareamost
always the most generous with their
complimentsabout others? | remem-
ber Pierre groping for theright words
to describe Jaime, not asaresult of a
language barrier, but asthough hejust
wanted to put it perfectly. Hefindly said
“Jaimeisthe most charming person |
know. He'slikea...a...he'slikeahoney

And speaking of searching for
the perfect words, I’ [l closewith some
student commentswereceived after the
SymphonyKidstour: “It mademefeel
likel had happy tears,” “Themusicwas
wild and soft for someparts, that’swhat
I like;” and (naturally my favorite) “I
didn’'t know the Oboe cood make a
good sownd.”

Fruitcake, _
Again?

Give the Vermont Symphony
Orchedtrathisholiday season. Sharethe
excitement and energy of aliveorches-
trawith loved ones, friends, employees
and clientsby giving themagift certifi-
cate good for any VSO 2001-2002
Season concert. You' |l receive abeau-
tiful pewter VSO ornament from
Danforth Pewtererswith each purchase.
Call theVSO at (802) 864-5741, ext.
10 or (800) VS0O-9293, ext. 10to or-
der your gift certificates.
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Brilliantly Beethoven

“That Biss is deeply musical, interpretively
principled and technically secure (never ostentatious)
makes himan exceptional pianist for any age group.
It's unavoidable that the knock of stardom will be
heard at his door.”

TheWashington Post

Jaime L aredo returnsto the Flynn Center on Sat-
urday, January 26, to conduct one of today’smost tal-
ented young musicians, pianist Jonathan Biss, inan all-
Beethoven program featuring the Coriolan Overture,
Piano Concerto No. 4, and Symphony No. 5. TheMas-

terworks Seriesconcert begins
at 8 pm. Ticketholdersarein-
vited to attend “Musically
Speaking,” afree pre-concert
discussionat 7 pm.

Ticket prices are $37,
$29, $24, $15, $9, and $6 for
Sudents. Cdl theHynnRegiond
Box Officeat (802)86-FLY NN.
Concertinformationand adirect
link to the Flynn website are available at the VSO's
website, www.vso.org.

Be an Angel, Help the VSO

Winthis36 String Harp,
hand-crafted by Woldsong
Harps of North Troy, Vermont.
This"heavenly” instrument, made
of curly mapleand purple heart,
isvalued at $4,200. Raffletick-
ets are $8 each or $80 for a
dozen, with al proceeds benefit-
ing the Vermont Symphony Or-
chestra Thedrawingwill beheld
May 15, 2002. Call the VSO at
(802) 864-5741, ext. 10 or
(800) VS0O-9293, ext. 10 to
purchaseyour tickets.

The Vermont Symphony Orchestra’s 24th Annual

WWALTZNIGHT

and SILENT AUCTION
Saturday, February 2, 2002

Featuring the Vermont Symphony Orchestra, under the
baton of A ssociate Conductor Anthony Princiotti
at the Sheraton Hotel & Conference Center in
Burlington, Vermont.

JointheV SO for an unforgettable evening of dancing
tothemusic of your symphony orchestral

For moreinformation about Waltz Night or to reserve
your place, contact the V SO at (800) 864-5741, ext. 20;
2 Church Street, Suite 19, Burlington, VT 05401;
or at watznight@vso.org.

New Chairman and Directors On Board

TheVermont Symphony Orchestraispleased to an-
nounce John Dinse, retired partner of Dinse, Knapp &
McAndrew and Shel burneresident, hasbeen elected to atwo-
year term as Chairman of the Governing Board of Directors.
Dinse succeedsthelate David Wilson, who served as Chair-
man from 1999 to 2001.

Three new memberswere el ected to three-year terms:
Michadl Fynn, Managing Director of Galagher, Flynn & Com-
pany, Burlington; Brian Harwood, CEO and Chairman of
Harwood M oses Chambers, Stowe; and Richard Schneider,

President of Norwich University, Northfield. They will
work with fellow board memberstoingtitute V SO Strate-
giesfor achieving public service, educationd and financia
gods, aswell ascarrying ontheorganization’'smissonto
ensurethe highest tandards of artistic excellence.

The VSO also presented Craig Tomkinson of
North Clarendon with the 2001 Volunteer of the Year
award. Since becoming a VSO Regional Trustee,
Tomkinson has provided invaluable assistance to the
Orchestra sRutland-region performancesand programs.
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Robert Keeshan Shares “The Many Stories of Christmas”

Vermont’s own Robert
Keeshan, known to generations of
childrenas* Captain Kangaroo,” joins
the Vermont Symphony Orchestraand
theV SO Chorusas“ Armchair Santal’
of the Orchestral's 2001 Holiday Pops
concert
tour. This
popular
annual
holiday
event,
2 conducted

; 8 by Associ-
ate Conductor Anthony Princiotti,
takes place at the Barre Opera
House, Thursday, December 13 &t 8
pm; Newport’sNorth Country Union
High School, Friday, December 14
at 7:30 pm; Burlington’sFlynn Cen-
ter, Saturday, December 15 at 7:30
pm; and Rutland’ shistoric Paramount

Theatre, Sunday, December 16 at 3
pm.

Mr. Keeshanwill sharethetra:
ditionsbehind “The Many Storiesof
Chrigmas,” featuring well-known holi-
day talesfrom Europeand the United
States. Highlightsincludehisrecitation
of theclassic*’ TwastheNight Before
Chrigtmas,” theV SO Chorusperform-
ing excerptsfromHandd’s*Messiah,”
and atraditional audiencesing-a-long.

Ticket pricesfor theBarreand
Newport concertsare $19 for adults,
$15for seniorsand $10 for students.
Burlington ticketsare $37, $29, $24,
$15, $9 and $6 for students. Rutland
Holiday Popsticketsare $25, $15 and
$6 for students. For tickets or infor-
mation about the Barre, Newport and
Burlington concertscal theFlynn Re-
giona Box Officeat (802) 86-FLY NN
or visit Barre Opera House, Barre;

Bear Pond
Books, Mont-
pelier; Commu- 5
nity Bank, &
Derby Line and Sl
the Woodknot
Bookshop, &
Newport. Tick-
ets for the
Rutland show can be purchased at
the Paramount Theatre Box Officeat
(802) 775-0903.

Holiday Pops sponsors are
Nationd LifeGroup; Northfield Sav-
ingsBank (Barre); Community Na-
tional Bank, HayesFord (Newport);
Queen City Printers, North Country
Federal Credit Union, Dr. & Mrs.
John Tampas (Burlington); and Key
Bank (Rutland).

2002 Annual Fund Underway

The Vermont Symphony
OrchegtrasAnnud Fund solicitationis
underway. You probably havereceived
arecent | etter requesting your renewa
or aspecial gift tothe VSO, and we
hopeyouwill respond.

TheAnnual Fundisthe back-
boneof theV SO'sfundraising efforts.
It supportsall VSO activities, fromthe
fantastic soloistspresented at the Flynn
Center and other venuesthroughout the
state to the children’s programming,
such asthe Orchestra Youth Concert
tour that traveled the state the first
week of November. TheAnnua Fund
helpsthe V SO continueitsimportant
activities, aswell asproviding much-
needed support toinvest infurther out-

reach and children’s concerts across
thestate.

TheVSOiscommitted to en-
couragingaloveformusicinVermont's
young population at an early age.
Through V SO programs, childrenre-
celveaspecia opportunity to experi-
encetheclassicsinall their whimsy,
charm, and beauty. Over 27,000 Ver-
mont studentsin 127 school sattended
220V SO outreach performancesin
the 2000/2001 season.

TheVSO'sconcert seriesin-
clude the “Made in Vermont Music
Festival” tour, which visitssmall and
largetownsdikeand presentsaV SO-
commissioned work by a Vermont
composer; the winter Masterworks

Series, and casual summer concerts
withflair, flavor, and fireworks.

Our fundraising goal for
fiscal year 2002is$180,000. If you
haverecently received aletter from
the V SO, please consider as gener-
ousacontribution asyou can afford.
If you have not received aletter but
would like to donate to the Annual
Fund, please contact Diane Harrison
inthe Development Officeat (800)
VS0-9293, ext. 20, or mail your
check to the Vermont Symphony Or-
chestra, 2 Church Street, Suite 19,
Burlington, VT 05401-4457.

Every gift counts. Thank you
for your generosity and support.
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And the Winner Is....

Jim Ryan of Hand Motors, raffle winner Elizabeth Yandow,
and VSO Executive Director Alan Jordan.

Thelucky winner of theV SO’s 2001 Vol kswagen Passat
Raffleis Elizabeth Yandow of Dorset, VT. Ms. Yandow’sticket
was drawn October 7 during theVSO’'sMade In Vermont Music
Festivd Tour findeat . Miched’ sCollegeRecital Hall in Colcheter.
Thewinner of the second prize, aVolkwagen Gift Bag, isJamieLee
of Lexington, MA and thethird prize winner of the VSO Goodie
Bag isMary Jane Lowman of Vergennes, VT.

“My intentionwasto makeadonation, never thinking | would
win,” said Ms. Yandow. “My experienceworking asaninvestment
counselor hastaught methat investing in good causeswill always
bringapogitivereturn.”

Wewish tothank everyonewho participated in theraffle.
Special thanksgo to Volkswagen of Americaand Hand Motors,
Kinney MotorsLtd., LewisVolkswagen, and Walker Motors.

Worry, But Don’t Panic!

by Alan Jordan

The Sunday, November 18
article in the Burlington Free Press
(page D1) reported on the current fi-
nancia situation of the Vermont Sym-
phony Orchestrawhich, to say theleadt,
hasitschallenges. Thisarticlecame
about because Free Press staff had
noticed storiesof failing or near-failing
orchestrasinlargecommunities, includ-
ing Toronto, San Jose, St. Louisand
BocaRaton. Thesestories, and reports
of largedeficitsincurred by major or-
chestrasin Chicago, Philadelphia, Ft.
Lauderdaleand elsawhere, havetaken
on greater significance since Septem-
ber 11. The Free Press contacted us
to learn how the VSO wasfaring dur-
ingsuchobvioudy difficulttimes.

The fact isthat the VSO has
seen better timesfinancially, and the
current Situation should be of grest con-
cerntoal. Theoperating deficit of ap-
proximately $550,000, accumulated
during the last four years, does not
equateto over half amillion dollarsof
debt. Indeed, themajor portion of this
deficit hasbeenfinancedinterndly with
reservefundsheld by the V SO; abank
lineof credit fundstheremainder.

Much of thedatathearticlere-
portedisaccurate. Unfortunately, some
of the recent good news was not in-
cluded. Ticket salesthis season are
exceeding budget projections (thisis
contrary to most orchestras, who have
experienced asharp declinesince Sep-
tember 11). Contributions have not
dippedthusfar; however, wearekeep-
ing an eye on year-end giftsthat tradi-
tionally represent alarge percentage of
our Annud Fund. TheGoverning Board
of Director’s special $150,000 fund
railsing campaign hasyielded morethan
$50,000in giftsand pledgesthrough
thefirst two months of thisyear-long
drive. The article also reported our
“abandoning” theHunter Park Summer
Concert Series. Thisisnot true and
weare currently working to maintain
concertsfor 2002. Most importantly,
the V SO hasthe best artistic product
initsentirehistory (thanksto thelead-
ership of Jaime, Anthony and Bob, as
well asthe dedi cation and talentsof our
fineorchestraand chorus musicians)
and patrons are recognizing thisnew
and improved presentation and sup-
porting it withtheir attendance.

Whilethefinancid Stuationis
adifficult one, | will bethelast oneto
believe that the VSO's future is in
jeopardy. Moreover, even in these
uncertain economictimes, | think we
will witnessincreased attendance and
support for our VSO. There has not
been atimein recent history whenthe
V SO'simpact, providing great music
to both energize and comfort, was
more needed by Vermonters.

So what can you do to help?
AsaV SO member, you can consider
increasing your Annual Fund giftthis
year, and you can encouragefriends,
family membersand colleaguestoteke
basic membershipintheV SO Asso-
ciation for just $50. But, more than
anything else, you can purchasetick-
ets, attend our concerts and witness
firghand why your Vermont Symphony
Orchestraismoreimportant and ex-
citing than ever before.

Happy Holidaysfromal of us
at the Vermont Symphony Orchestral
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2001/2002 Season Concert Sponsors and Underwriters

251 Club Mount Mansfield Company Rutland Regionad Medica Center

Addphia Northfield SavingsBank Jnny and Sam Sammis

Anonymous(2) Northfield SavingsBank Malcolm and Gladys Severance

Bombardier Capital, Inc. Foundation Sewards Salesand Service, Inc.

Carpet Warehouse Norwich University SherburneWomen'sClub

Cheese Traders& WineSellers  Oakland Foundation Stratton Foundation

Chittenden Bank Pluess-Staufer Industries, Inc. Dr. and Mrs. John Tampas

Community Nationa Bank Pilgrim Partnership, LLC WallaceW. Tapia, PC.

Concept 1 Mark A. Price, DDS, MSD, PC TheThreeStalionInn

Michadl and Susan Dick Radio Vermont Group, Inc. Turrdl Fund

First Brandon National Bank Radisson Hotel Burlington VPR

G.S. Blodgett Corporation Reiber, Kenlan, Schwiebert, & WCVT

GE EmployeesCommunity Facey, PC. Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Webb
Concerns Fund Rotary Club of Rutland Windham Foundation

Killington-Pico Rotary Club Rotary Club of Southern Vermont

Thislist was compiled on November 15, 2001 for the period of October 8, 2001 through March 1, 2002 for gifts of
$250+. If youwould like moreinformation about how your business could benefit from a partnership with the VSO,
please contact Diane Harrison at (800) V SO-9293, ext. 20.
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