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In recognition of Vermont Sym-
phony Orchestra Chorus Director
Robert De Cormier’s80™ birthday,
the Orchestra’s 67" season hasfea
tured an assortment of outstanding
choral performances. The season-
long cel ebration continues Saturday,
March 16" at the Flynn Center when
Mr. De Cormier conductstheV SO
and the VSO Chorus in Brahms'
powerful A German Requiem. Ac-
clamedforitsuniversal apped, this
mesterpiecearticulated thedeep grief
and eternd hopefdt aroundtheworld
when performed at a nationally
broadcast memorial concert just
three days after September 11"
Noted guest soloists, soprano Jonita
L attimore and baritone Kevin Deas
will lend their remarkablevoicesto
thismemorableevening.

SinceitsdebutinMay 1994, the
V SO Chorus has won unqualified
praisefromaudiencesand critics. The

Join in the Celebration!

mastermind behind this successis
Robert De Cormier. Thisyear the Ver-
mont ArtsCouncil will award Mr. De
Cormier the” Governer’sAward,” an
honor bestowed upon aVermont art-
ist who hasachieved national or in-
ternational staturefor makingasig-
nificant contribution to the advance-
ment of hisor her chosen art form.
While he has been aVermont resi-
dent for over 30 years, hisreputation
isknown far beyond the state.

Mr. De Cormier’s conducting
talents have taken him from Broad-
way and operato numerous concert
tours throughout the U.S. and
Canada. He also spent many years
asconductor and arranger for Harry
Belafonteand hasbeen music direc-
tor for the popular folk trio Peter, Paul
and Mary for the past 20 years.

Guest 0loigt JonitaL atimorehas
quickly earned a reputation as a
world-class soprano. Sheis afre-
quent winner incompetitionsand
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has been honored by the Birgit
Nilsson Competition and the
Luciano Pavarotti International
Voice Competition.

Baritone Kevin Deas has
ganedinternational acclamfor
hisportrayal of thetitleroleina
nationwidetour of concert per-
formancesof Gershwin’sPorgy

Robert De Cormier

and Besswith Bobby McFerrin con-
ducting. Last season, Mr. Deas
toured acrossthe U.S. and Europe
with Riverdance astheleading vo-
cdig.

Masterworks begins at 8 PM,
but theevening kicksoff at 7 PM with
“Musicaly Spesking,” afreepre-con-
cert discussonmoderated by VPR's
Walter Parker.

Singleticketsare $37, $29, $24,
$15, $9 and $6 and are available
through the Flynn Regional Box Of -
ficeby calling (802) 86-FLY NN.

Schoenberg & Associates,
Comfort Inn and a Friend of the
VSO will sponsor the March 16
concert. TheV SO’'s2001/2002 Sea-
son is co-sponsored by Vermont
Public Radio; the mediasponsor is
WCVT-FM.
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FrRom THE WINGS

| lovethat commercidl, | thinkit's
for McDondd's, theonewherethewife
says “Honey, do we have a...?’ and
makes a vague hand gesture, and the
husband quickly says, “ Trombone?No,
I’ll goget one” and runsout thedoor. It
reminds me
that | promised
to spread the
word that we
need another
trombone for
our Musical
Petting Zoo.
“Crocodile”
Thomas has
been reduced
toreparingthe
onewe havewith the butanetorch he
keeps around for creme brulée....
Check your attics, folks, even aloaner
would be much appreciated.

Andwhilel’minasking mode, we
were so taken upwith thethrill of hav-
ing Captain Kangaroo along for our
Holiday Pops tour that we forgot to
submit our annual MusicWish List to
Santain December. Perhapsthe Eas-
ter Bunny will bring usone or more of
thefollowing piecesfor next season:
Beethoven's Symphony No. 3 ($400);
JohnWilliams “HymntotheFallen”
from Saving Private Ryan ($300);
Mozart’s Jupiter Symphony ($250);
and Bach’s Brandenburg Concerto
No. 1($200). Call meat (802) 864-
5741 ext. 14if you'dliketo givethe
V SO theenduring gift of sheet music.

You' rewonderingwhat it waslike
hangin’ with the Captain? Well, he's
dill gotit. Hecameongageinanover-
sized raccoon coat and ahat with ear
flaps, jinglingaset of deighbdls. That
was just the beginning of amagical
two hours. Our recording engineers,

by Eleanor Long

who had begged to tape the program,
werein heaven, and a staff member
who shdl remain namelessproclaimed
shewasin love. The orchestra got
more and moreinto the act, until by
thefinal concert thetrumpetsand trom-
boneswereall wearing elf hats, per-
cussonis MeissaBedd | worereindeer
antlers, theFrench hornsfit their mouth-
piecesinto voluminous Santabeards,
red cardinals perched on all the cel-
lists stands, and abig bunch of carrots
was passed up to the podium fromthe
violasection astheorchestrasurprised
the Captainwith hisTV theme song.

| am ashamed to admit that | my-
self was prepared not to be charmed.
| didn’t grow up with the TV show,
and I’ m often wary of celebritiesthat
othersaresmittenwith. Butitdidn't
takeany timeat all for Bob Keeshan
towin meover. At thefirst venue, |
offered to
show himto
hisdressing
room,
gpologizing
for its not
being very
grand.
Without _ )
missing a : ¥
beat, hesaid, “ Then forget about it.”
His self-deprecating humor and gra-
ciouswillingnessto autograph anything
and everything (including thesleigh
bells) were hallmarks of the tour.
Somehow everything that cameout of
hismouth seemed hilarious, likehisre-
mark that you should be kind to your
children—evenif youdidn’'t haveany.
| amnow acharter member of the Cap-
tain Kangaroo fan club!

TheBurlington Holiday Popscon-
cert marked the end of an era. Our

florist, Lori Rowe, closed up shop at
Vivadi Flowersin December. Weare
very grateful for al her generosity and
creativity over thepast sevenyears. |
got up my courage and called Kathy
& Company Fowers (221 Colchester
Avenue in Burlington), and was re-
warded by an instantaneous and en-
thusiastic response. Kathy Spear de-
signed alovely stage arrangement and
presentation bouquets for our
Beethoven concert at theend of Janu-
ary, and welook forward to working
withour new officid flori<.

Webegan another exaiting relation-
shipwiththe January concert: wenow
have an officia masseur. Massageon
Tour (33Main Streetin Burlington) ap-
proached uswith an offer to givefree
and discounted massagesto orchestra
membersand visiting artists. So far
three musicianshave had their names
drawn out of a hat and have raved
about their relaxing pre-performance
sessions with Danny Hendershot. |
think Il havetorig theballot box next
time—concert weekendsare stressful
for me, too, right?!

Inclosing, just areminder that if
you' vedwayswantedto play theharp,
abeautiful 36-string Woldsong Harp
(valued at $4200) can be yours for
only $8. Andyou don’t even haveto
be that lucky, because your chances
areexcellent. Principal harpist Heidi
Soonswill bedemongtrating theinstru-
ment, whichwasdonated totheV SO,
at theremaining Masterworksconcerts
thisspring. If you can't attend, but till
want to buy araffleticket (or 12 for
$80), the drawing is on May 15, so
call theofficebeforethen.
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The VSO Honors Former Governing Board Chair

TheVermont Symphony Orchestrarecognized theex-
traordinary serviceof former Governing Board Chairman
David Wilson at its January 23 Farmers Night perfor-
mance at the Statehousein Montpelier. The announce-
ment to renametheannua performance The David M. Wil-
son Memorial Farmers Night Concert was made to a
standing-room-only audience. Mr. Wilson died October
19, 2001, after an extended illness.

A resident of Duxbury, Mr. Wilson served onthe Gov-
erning Board for nineyearsand as Chairman during the
1999/2000 and 2000/2001 seasons. He served Vermont
for nearly 30 yearsasapublic servant, lobbyist and politi-

ca anay4t, passionately representingissuesand causesin
which hebdlieved.

“David Wilson shared adeep affection and commit-
ment to orchestra and choral musicin Vermont,” saidV SO
Executive Director Alan Jordan. “ Hisextraordinary dedi-
cation to the Vermont Symphony Orchestraand his ser-
vicetotheart form of musicwill long beremembered.”

The VSO's 23rd Annual Farmers' Night

The January 23" concert wasthefirst to be underwrit-
ten by the David M. Wilson Memoria Fund, whichwas
established in honor of Wilson for support of thisconcert
for yearsto come. Theannua Farmers Night performance
isfreetothepublic.

Vermont Symphony Orchestra Holds

Fifth Radio Auction

Tune your
dias! Thegave
goes down on
Thursday, April
4" onthegtations
of Radio Ver-
mont (WCVT
101.7 FM,
WDEV 96.1
FM and 550 AM, WKDR 1390 AM,
and WLVB 93.9 FM) for the Vermont
Symphony Orchestral sFifthAnnual Ra
dioAuction.

Theauction promisesto beeclectic,
with itemsfrom bus nesses across cen-
tral Vermont, Burlington, Middlebury,
and afew places down south.

Radio Vermont Vice President and
popular radio persondlity Eric Michaels
will lead the broadcast, assisted by spe-
cia auctioneersBrian Harwood, Lynne
Goodson, Roland Lajoie, and Radio
Vermont’sown Ken Squier.

Want agreat deal on dinner at your
favoritelocal restaurant?How about a
chanceto conduct the V SO? Check out
theV SO’swebsite at www.vso.org for
itemsvalued at $100 and up for apre-
view, andtuneinon Thursday, April 4™,
toWCVT,WDEV, WKDR, or WLVB
and giveyourself achancetowin. All
proceedsfund V SO concertsand edu-
cational programsacrossthe state.

Would You Like
to be Invaluable?

Join theV SO Office Saff

Wearelooking for avolunteer
officeassstant to greet visitors, an-
swer phones, enter data, file, copy,
send out mailings, and assist with
specia projects. If you are inter-
ested, please call the VSO Office
Manager, Evan Wisell, at 1 (800)
VS0-9293, ext. 10. We' relooking
forward to having you aspart of our
team!
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Masterworks Finale Features World-

Renowned Violist

ThisMay, violist Michael Tree
joins Jaime Laredo, the VSO and
members of VSO Chorus, in two
Masterworksconcertsfeaturing Ellen
Zwilich'sConcerto Grosso, Vaughan
Williams emotional FlosCampi and
Berlioz’ Harold in Italy. These ex-
traordinary performancestake place
Saturday, May 4 at 8 PM at
Burlington’sHynn Center and Sunday,
May 5 a 4 PM at Rutland's Para-
mount Thegtre.

Mr. Tree and Mr. Laredo have
enjoyed adeep friendship and long
musical association including many
performancesand recordings. One of
themost widely recorded musicians
inAmerica, Mr. Treeisalso afound-
ing member of the Guarneri String
Quartet.

Leading off theevenings program
is Concerto Grosso. In 1984 the
Washington Friendsof Handel com-
missioned composer Ellen Zwilich to
write awork in commemoration of
the three-hundredth anniversary of
Handel’shirth. Concerto Grosso in-
corporates themes from Handel’'s
Violin Sonatain D and dternating the
baroque stylewith modern.

From itsextraordinary opening
movement toitsluxuriant conclusion,
Vaughan Williams' Flos Campi be-
witches audiences with its passion.
Pentatonic scalevariationsgivethe
work abothfolk-likeand orientd fed
and the composer usesthe chorusto
givecolor tothework, whichismore
violaconcerto than cantata.

Berlioz HaroldinItalywascom-
missioned by Paganini, to demon-
stratethat hisviolaskillsequaled his
renowned mastery of theviolin. The
composer crafted thework using the

Miolist Michael Tree
violato reflect Harold'srole as ob-
server, rather thanitsfoca point, and
asaresult, Paganini never performed
it. Yearslater heregretted hisconceit
when he heard thework performed
by arival musician— rushingtothe
now famous Berlioz asthe concert
ended, declaring it the most beautiful
thing hehad ever heard.

The Hynn Masterworksevening
begins at 7 PM with “Musically
Speaking,” afreepre-concert discus-
sion moderated by VPR’s Walter
Parker.

Singleticketsfor the Burlington
performanceare $37, $29, $24, $15,
$9, and $6 for students, and are avail-
ablethrough the Flynn Regional Box
Officeby caling (802) 86-FLY NN.
Rutland tickets, $25, $15, and $6 for
students, are available at the Para-
mount Theatrein Rutland, (802) 775-
0903.

Sponsorsfor theBurlingtonMas-
terworks concert are Hawthorne
Suites and Brianne E. Chase. The
mediasponsor isWCVT.

On Stage!

Since“On Stage With the Ver-
mont Symphony Orchestra’ began
two years ago, Alan Jordan has
hosted avariety of very specia guests,
including Jaime Laredo, Robert
Keeshan, Anthony Princiotti, violinist
Leila Josefowicz, Robert De
Cormier, musiccriticsJmLoweand
DanWolfe,and VYO Music Direc-
tor Troy Peters.

“OnStage’ isaired:

NW PEGTV-Channdl 10, St. Albans
Monday at 2 PM. and Friday
at 10AM.

Channel 8, BellowsFalls
Tuesday and Thursday
at1PM

Channel 15MCTV, Middlebury
Wednesday 2:30 PM

NEKTV, Newport
Tuesdaysat 1 PM and 8 PM.

Channel 15, Burlington
Mondays at 2 PM and Thursday
at 9:30 PM

Thefallowinggaionsindude”On
Stage” intheir rotation, but have no
regular schedule. Please check the
cablelistingsinyour local paper.

Channel 7, Barre

LakeChamplainAccessTV,
Colchester

Channel 15, Enosburg Falls

Northshire Access TV, Manchester

Channél 15, Rutland

Channel 15, Montpelier

Tuneintoyour local able access
channel for updates on upcoming
performances, educational programs
and specid events. For information,
call Janice Szabo at (802) 864-5741,
ext. 11.
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Waltz Night 2002: A Gilded Affair

With much help from adedicated volunteer committee,
Waltz Night 2002 was a stunning success. The Vermont
Symphony Orchestrabrought in over $44,000 to benefit
itsoutreach and educational activitiesacrossthe state.

Thenight wasgrand. Cream-colored rosesfanned out
from stately white candleswhile splendid waltzes, spirited
tangos, and spicy swing filled theair. The Orchestratux-
edos on stage
were well out-
numbered by the
onesonthefloor,
andwhileour lady
musdanshavean
elegance not to
be matched in
their black
gowns, the
dresses on the
dancefloor were
fabulousintheir
spangles,
sparkles, golds,
reds, and blacks
indramatic cuts.

Dancing begins at the 2002 Waltz Night

A ddlicate asparagus sd ad started the menu, followed by a
luscioustenderloin, and adense chocolate torte, though
unspeakably rich, remained on few platesby thetimethe

Orchestrabegan.
TheSilentAuc-
tionwasasmashing
successwith almost
130itemsondisplay.
Biddersweregiddy
over canvases,
sculptures, and other
works of fine art;
grikingly lovely and
just plain zany
housewares, jewelry
tofit every throat and
ear; cartificatestothe
area’s best restau-
rants and New
England sperforming
artsvenues, nofewer

2
A bidder takes a quick glance at the
Slent Auction during dessert.

than three Oriental
rugs, and the ever-
popular winetasting
from one of VSO
audiences favorite
concert sponsors,
evoking yet other
ferocious bidding
war. Specia V SO-
only items such as
conducting the
V SO during Sum-
mer Tour 2002 and
playingthechimesin
the 1812 Overture

Just prior tOtheflr.e- Former Board Chair Grant Bush with
works made th_e'r Region 1 Trustee (and Waltz Night
appearancesagaln,  committee member) Nancy Bush and
and you'll see the Board Member Malcolm Severance

lucky winners July 4 thisyear with baton and malletson
stage.

TheV SO offersitsdegpest gratitudeto themany people
and busi nessesthat hel ped makethisevent asuccess. Ver-
mont Tent Company’ sdonation of candel abraand thehuge
dancefloor brought raves, asdid thetruffletablefavors
from Lake Champlain Chocolatesand Richard Corbett’s
lovely floral arrangements. TheV SO would asoliketo
thank Banknorth Group Inc. and Dinse, Knapp &
McAndrew for their table sponsorships.

Planshave begunfor the next Watz Night, which will
beheld on February 1st, 2003 at the Radisson Burlington.
To makesurethat you areon our invitationlist or tojoin
theWaltz Night 2003 planning committee, contact at 864-
5741, extension 10, or e-mail waltznight@vso.org.
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2001/2002 Season Concert Sponsors and Underwriters

BrianneE. Chase National Life of Vermont
Burlington City Arts Neat Repeats Resale Shop of Middlebury
ComfortInn Radisson Hotel Burlington
Concept || Malcolm and Gladys Severance
Dinse, Knapp & McAndrew, P.C. Schoenberg & Associates
Friend of theVSO WallaceW. Tapia, P.C.

Albert F. and Hilda Woodr uff Gollnick Fund Turrell Fund

Green Mountain Power Corp. VPR

Hawthorn Suites WCVT

Hensal Fund Westaff

Lincoln and Therese Filene Foundation David Wilson Memorial Fund
Music Performance Trust Fund Wilson & White

Thislist wascompiled on February 21, 2002 for the period of January 1, 2002 through May 31, 2002. It includes
sponsorship and underwriting giftsof $250 and over for V SO programsincluding concertsinthe Masterworks Seriesand
SymphonyKidseducational outreach presentations. If you would likeinformation about how your business could benefit
from apartnership with the V SO, please contact Diane Harrison at (800)V SO-9293, ext. 20.
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